Wester Ross, Strathpeffer and Lochalsh Ward
Dr Ian Cockurn

If elected I would be happy to support Ross-Shire Women’s Aid, as I believe that this issue should be raised highly within the council and within the community at large to try and help and stop the issues happening in the first place.

Again if elected I will contact and sit down with yourselves to enable me to grasp a better picture of what is happening and what help I could give.

Dr Paul Monaghan

As a candidate for the Scottish National Party at the forthcoming local government elections on 3 May, I have no hesitation in supporting the aims of Ross-Shire Women’s Aid and the important range of services that you deliver across Ross-shire, Lochalsh and Skye. 
As someone who works for a charity that provides social and housing services to homeless and vulnerable people, I am very familiar with the challenges that your organisation faces. As someone who has supported you in the past, you can certainly rely on my future support to develop all aspects of your work after 3 May - if I am elected. 
It is my personal view that third sector organisations, such as Ross-Shire Women’s Aid, provide a vital range of social services that meet a range of needs unmet by the state. I am happy to advise that you and your colleagues will receive my support to ensure that Highland Council effectively advances the aims outlined in ‘Safer Lives: Changed Lives: A Shared Approach to Tackling Violence Against Women in Scotland’. Indeed I will hold your letter on file in the hope that I will be able to highlight your objectives on behalf of your organisation immediately after 3 May. 
Thank you again for raising this matter and for your work in trying to improve and protect crucial services for vulnerable people.

Cromarty Firth Ward

Maxine Smith & Shiela Fletcher

I can wholeheartedly tell you that I do and indeed you know I do as I have had communications with you before and shown you my full support.

I will continue to support women in need wherever they may be and you can count on me for that.

Please could you let the Scottish Association know this too please, as they wrote to me but I can't find their letter, as its a busy time as you can imagine.

Sheila Fletcher and all my SNP colleagues also support your cause and indeed in the SNP we are very keen to see women have equal rights in all ways and we do not ever condone anything less.

Tain and Easter Ross Ward

Ron Stevenson

As a Candidate, and if elected, I would of course support the good work that you do, and wherever possible press for better access to services for victims of abuse. I would seek to ensure that the safety of all vulnerable people is a priority when it comes to planning in the community from better street lighting, safe and reliable bus transport and try to help you secure more refuge spaces to accommodate women and children.

The policy of the Labour Party is to tackle gender inequality, wherever we can, and high on our list is to try and get more women to stand in local politics so that the issues you outlined have a more vocal hearing.

Dingwall and Seaforth Ward

David Chisholm

I worked with 3 of your directors over the last nine years Heather; 
I am a member of the Equality Working Group and a supporter and advisor to several needs based charitable organisations 
My record in my time with Highland Council will clearly show my support for all who are disadvantaged abused and persecuted.
I have acted as a voice for many in the past and hope to carry that on in the future.
John Erskine

I appreciate and support the work that Ross-Shire Women's Aid do in supporting women, children and young people who have experience domestic abuse and would do everything possible to maintain funding for these services.

I know Ross-Shire Women's Aid also provides refuge and works closely with the local community and in schools across the area. RWA is a highly regarded organisation and has been invaluable in the local area.

If elected, I would be happy to meet and talk about any issues you have or take on board what further support you need from the Highland Council. "

Frederick Lees

It deeply troubles me that these issues persist in today’s society, yet remain largely un-noticed by many. The figures you quote are staggering though, in truth, even one case of violence against women is one too many.  Clearly, more needs to be done.

I would not presume to posses quick or simple solutions to the complex and delicate issues both you and your service users face.  As you correctly state the Highland Council requires to play an active part in assisting your work.

My quest for election stems from a wish to improve conditions for all in our area, with a priority for those who find themselves in vulnerable, distressing circumstances.   You may count on my commitment to listen and to learn more about the important work you do, and on my pledge to enhance this in any way I can.

Graham A MacKenzie

I am very well aware of the tremendous work you do in Ross-shire Women’s Aid. During my time as Rector of Dingwall Academy all our appropriate staff worked closely with your organisation to support and integrate those families with whom you were involved. At all times I found your staff to be hugely caring of the youngsters in your care and if I were to be elected I would wish to continue to support the excellent work that you do. All domestic abuse is wrong and we all need to work harder to make sure that education is in place to improve the situation.

 Margaret E Paterson

I pledge to continue my support to Ross-Shire Women’s Aid and to help with funding whenever possible so that they can carry out the tremendous work that they do in supporting vulnerable Women and Children.
Black Isle
David Alston

I know of the ongoing work of Ross-shire Women's Aid through my colleague Angela Maclean and, in earlier years, through my then role as chair of the child-care partnership, which was able to offer some support for developments.

I think that as a Council we need to make sure that we have an adequate network of support across Highland - which does not necessarily mean refuges in each area but a system which can serve the whole Highlands. 

As an individual councillor I have no hesitation in advising people of the help which Women's Aid can offer.

If re-elected I would be very happy to engage in any discussion with you.

Myra Cyrus

I would like to feel that if issues of funding came up, that I, as a Councillor, would be able to assist where possible, as I am aware that funding is a major issue in groups like yours.
A cornerstone of Green philosophy is that a sustainable society is built on co-operation and respect , and free from discrimination on the grounds of gender. We believe that people of all ages should set and achieve high personal standards of their development and learning and this can only be done within a safe environment. We reject violence at all levels of human interaction.
I look forward to the possibility of finding out more about your work, should I become a Councillor. 
Morris Dowie

When I was a councilor 1999/2003 I gave your organisation tremendous support in approving your premises as chairman of planning and supported your local representative.  Off course I am supportive of your organisation and of the excellent work you do.  This will continue if I am elected to serve on Highland council

Michael MacMillian

I have been an admirer of the work done by RWA for many years.

If elected I shall do what I can on Council to safeguard the support you provide for women and children alike, both in the Refuge and in the wider community.

Isobel McCallum

Violence against women indeed anyone is something I abhor. During my time on the Council and while serving on the Childrens' Panel I have been impressed by the work of Ross-shire Women's Aid.  

If re-elected I will strive to ensure good working relations with HC to enable you to continue your good work.

Eilean a' Cheo Ward

Mo Scobbie

I have been involved with issues relating to domestic abuse to a great or lesser degree since working at Stirling District Council back in the late 1980s.  As a marketing manager at successive councils I worked with equalities officers, Women's Aid and the Zero Tolerance organisation to run awareness-raising and information campaigns directed at the general public and at women experiencing domestic abuse, and for a brief time before local government reorganisation I was the Equal Opportunities Advisor at Tayside Regional Council.

In my most recent role as an Energy Advisor, I have had a more practical role helping women who have recently moved into refuge accommodation to understand unfamiliar heating systems and how to reduce their energy bills.

Living on Skye, with its numerous small communities where people seem to know everything about everyone, the difficulties that women face are compounded.  They face geographical as well as social isolation, compounded by a lack of money, perhaps not having a car and not able to put any real distance between them and their abusive partner.

I understand, therefore, the crucial role that Women's Aid play, and the importance of different agencies working together both to continue to raise awareness about the nature and existence of domestic abuse and to give practical and emotional support to women who have left an abusive relationship.

If elected, I hope to be able to work with you to support the work that you do and to raise the profile of Women's Aid both within the Council and in the community at large.
